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Elements of Literature in Novels

          Two Novels, 'Esperanza Rising' by Pam Munoz and 'If you come in softly' by Jacqueline Woodson, present the differences in human lives that can give rise to misunderstandings and conflict. Pam Munoz majors in demonstrating social class differences and incorporates racism struggles featuring the growth of Esperanza, a young girl from Mexico. Notably, Jacqueline Woodson explores the struggles of interracial relationships and the perception of the blacks as a whole in a white people-dominated setting by featuring Ellie and Miah as the main characters. While Pam clearly shows the fruits of fighting on, Woodson's novel ends in a sad mood by illustrating the adverse consequences of racism.

Cultural Setting

          Esperanza Rising by Pam Munoz is presented in two settings, Mexico and the United States. The novel begins in a big vineyard in Mexico, revealing a young girl Esperanza and her dad Sixto. Notably, Sixto is one of the few lucky men in Aguascalientes to own massive wealth and servants under his command. Esperanza's family can live such a luxurious life in Mexico compared to many farmers and peasants living in great poverty (Ryan, 2000). Thus, Mexico's setting of the story highlights few years after Mexico Revolution, where the government and wealthy farmers maltreated farmers. The second phase of the novel is narrated in the United States, setting at a farm in California. Esperanza's family is presented in a poor side of life where they live in tiny shacks just like the other poor migrant workers in California. Switch of setting aids the author to develop Ellie's character from a spoilt rich kid to a woman who can stand the challenges of time and nature. As a result, through the two settings, Pam Munoz demonstrates the two sides of Esperanza's life 

          Jacqueline Woodson narrates If you Come Softly in one state, the United States, compared to Esperanza rising, which took place in two states settings. However, Jacqueline brings out the significant differences in the life of her two main characters despite the confined one-state setting. The story features Percy Academy, a school majorly comprised of white children as the primary setting (Woodson, 2000). Percy Academy gives a solid ground to explain Miah's struggles, a black kid goes through when he falls in love with a white girl. Therefore, Jacqueline seeks to capture the larger community's perception of interracial relationships by setting Ellie and Miah at a Central Park where they often discussed their issues. The settings test Ellie's and Jeremiah's character development from the point of fear to a couple that can stand against critics of interracial relationships.

Point of View

          Woodson majorly applies the duo point of view by presenting Ellie in the first person and bringing out Miah in the third person. We get to learn Ellie's feelings and thoughts from her perspective, giving us a firsthand perspective of Ellie. For instance, when questioned about Miah by her Dad, Ellie responds by saying, "Nothing, there isn't a boy daddy. Just this guy I met...” (Woodson, 2010). The third-person point of view closely follows Miah's life to give an equal understanding of the character. In an instance, the author makes us understand Jeremiah's likings when she writes, "He loved October. Had always loved it. There was something sad and beautiful about it..." (Woodson, 2010). Hence, by switching from the first person to third-person point of view throughout the chapter, the author presents both Ellie and Miah's characters in equal measure.

          Contrary to Woodson, Jacqueline only majors in using a third person (limited omniscient) to narrate Esperanza Rising. Through the interplay between an outside observer and Esperanza's feelings and thoughts, the author yields a subjective perception and a personal connection to the story. For instance, the reader can capture Esparanza's fears when her mother was hospitalized, as the author narrates, "She felt the blood drain from her face, she wanted to tell the doctor that she could not lose mama too. That she had already lost Papa…" (Ryan, 2000). By drawing the reader close to Esperanza's feelings, the author helps the reader relate to Esperanza's life without involving direct words.

          In both novels, the points of view help relate the author to the reader in equal measure. We understand the transition of characters from fear to strength through their words or narration in the third person. Thus, from the expression of despair and fear to statements that show hope and strength, we can trace the characters' development throughout the book.

Conflict

          Both authors use conflicts to explain the challenges that the main characters must overcome to emerge victorious in their racial and social class struggles. For example, Esperanza's external conflict is first witnessed in Mexico when her Papa is killed, and the family is left at the mercy of her fathers-in-la. When Esperanza's mother refuses to marry Sixto's brother, her house is burned down to flame, and they are forced to move to the USA in search of a better life (Ryan, 2000). Upon arrival in the USA, Esperanza struggles with adapting to the typical way of life instead of the rich life she experienced in Mexico. As a result, Esperanza is forced to gather inner strength to accept change through her grandmother's past advice and help from Isabella, a close friend. The conflict resolution helps Esperanza grow from a proud girl to a woman who takes care of her entire family.

          Ellie's and Jeremiah's conflict is racism experienced from external forces and an individual position. There were always whispers whenever the two walked around the school, making them feel uncomfortable (Woodson, 2010). Consequently, there was an instance that women rolled their eyes when they found Ellie and Jeremiah standing outside the library. Jeremiah expresses feeling unlucky and unhappy because he is black, while Ellie struggles to introduce Miah to her family. However, the internal conflict of racism ends after Ellie and Miah open up about their feelings and fears of racism, but external conflict still seems not to end.

Theme

          Jacqueline Woodson brings out the theme of racism in her novel from both an individual and society perspective. In a more specific approach, the author focuses on the struggles faced by those in interracial relationships by introducing Ellie, a Jewish, and Jeremiah, a black man. The racial discrimination that the couple faces is evident in the novel. In one instance at Central Park where Ellie and Miah sit, some people approach the couple and ask Ellie if she is ok fearing that she was in danger in the hands of a black man (Woodson, 2010). Ellie expresses her fear of introducing Miah to her family by saying, "I used to think my family would accept anybody…No matter what color they were. I'm not sure of that now…"  (Woodson, 2010). Unfortunately, the interracial couple lives up to racial reactions, but Miah is shot down by the police when in Ellie's neighborhood as he does not respond to the police's signals to stop. Miah serves as an example of the racial killings that young black men are constantly experiencing.

          At the beginning of Esperanza Rising, the author hints at the novel's theme through a Mexican proverb, "He who falls today may rise tomorrow''. The theme highlights the struggles that people face in life and gives hope that no matter how bad things look, there is always hope. Esperanza's life of struggles is depicted in social classes and societal expectations, but the story ends well when Esperanza accepts facing the struggles. Notably, the narrator expresses Esperanza's growth from the time she was in Mexico to the time she accepted that it was time to start over. When Esperanza's life was a mess after Papa's death, the narrator writes, "she tried to find the place where her life was anchored, but she couldn't…" (Ryan, 2000). However, the Esperanza character growth is witnessed later in life when the narrator says, "That night, as she soaked her hands in warm water, she realized that she no longer recognized them…they looked like the hands of a very old man". (Ryan, 2000). At this point, Esperanza was ready to let go of her past life and embrace the fact that she was poor to work toward growth. After many life struggles, Esperanza accepts life injustices and works hard to live a fulfilling life with her family. 

The Novel That Will Survive Test of Time

          In the novel 'if you come in softly,' the sad ending gives a lasting impression on the consequences of racism. Racism is a prevalent issue even in the present, with racism reactions blocking relationships, driving killings, and causing inequality in almost every aspect of life. For that reason, the novel acts as a reference and a reminder of what people face every day, thus informing the need to drive change. It is clear that even as we end the feelings of self-doubt within us, the external racism conflict is still in play.

          In summation, both novels inform the need to persevere in times of struggles and strength to change the narratives of our lives. The novels' main characters face racial and social class struggles, but once they realize there is hope to change the situation, they take the courage to do so. Esperanza's story shows the good fruits of accepting change and working through struggles. In contrast, Ellie and Miah ending is not the best despite accepting their interracial differences as the larger social forces are still in play. 
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